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Junior medicos to be hired
to ease residents' burden

Disaster mitigation institute
Covid-19 kills 3 in a day in
Gujarat, highest in over 5 months director to be on World

AHMEDABAD: The state
health department has
allowed junior doctors to be
hired to reduce the burden of
resident doctors in their
second year of post graduate
courses at government-run
medical colleges.
Resident doctors had
gone on strike recently,
claiming that shortage of
manpower in civil hospitals
due to the delay in new

Gandhinagar: Three
patients
of
Covid-19
succumbed to the infection in
Gujarat in a day, according to
the bulletin issued by the state
health department. This is the
highest single-day death toll in
more than five months.
The last time 3 deaths
were reported in the state was
on July 3.
The daily case tally
remained high, with 63
persons testing positive in 24

admissions to post graduate
courses has significantly
increased their workload.
"To meet the shortage,
the government has decided
to look into the demands to
hire junior doctors. Also,
patients have to suffer due to
shortage of resident doctors.
We will hire doctors for a
period of three months or till
the new batch joins,
whichever is earlier," stated a

notification issued by the
department on Friday. The
junior doctors will be paid a
fixed monthly salary of Rs
63,000 which is inclusive of all
other entitlements.
NEET-PG exams for MD/
MS admissions are usually
held in January, but were held
in September due to Covid.
While counselling was to
commence on October 25,
petitions challenging a central
government notification stalled
the process.
Senior resident doctors
(final year students from the
2018 batch) were relieved a
few months ago. As a result,
hospitals have been managing
with only two batches, instead
of three.
The resident doctors of
Gujarat, who recently joined
a recent nationwide protest
over delay in NEET-PG 2021
counselling, have been
demanding that they be
provided with medical officers
to assist them till the new
batch joins.

Khokhra slum quarters: HC dismisses
residents’ plea, clears path for redevelopment
Ahmedabad : The
Gujarat High Court gave the
green light to the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation (AMC)
to proceed with the
redevelopment of slum
quarters at Khokhra as it
dismissed a petition filed by 44
residents opposing the
project. The petitioners had
submitted that they are
maintaining their houses on
their own and therefore, do
not require any redevelopment
by AMC. They also argued
that procedural infractions
were caused by AMC in not
observing and adhering to the
requirement as envisaged in
the Redevelopment of Public
Housing Scheme Guidelines,
2016. The petitioners also
submitted
that
the
redevelopment process by Nila
Infrastructure under AMC was
being carried out without
following the due procedure of
law.
On the other hand,
advocate GH Virk, on behalf of
AMC, submitted the quarters
were nearly 60 years old;
thus, making it eligible for
redevelopment. It was further
submitted that the carpet area
of the residential unit, post
redevelopment, “will be
enhanced by 140 per cent and
the aggregate carpet area of
the non-residential unit would
be enhanced by 125 per cent.”
He argued that there
was resistance to the
redevelopment project as
some of the residents have
made additional construction
and coverage, including the
balconies, creating additional

space, walkway and veranda.
These would have to be
sacrificed if the new project
is implemented.
AMC also submitted that
consent
for
the
redevelopment had been
obtained from more than 60
per cent of the members, as
required under the scheme.
Other benefits such as
monthly payment of rent were
also being extended to the

residents.
“The project is in the
public interest for the greater
public good and hence, the
private interest will have to
give way to the public interest.
In the present case, the
petitioners have not been able
to show infractions of any of
their rights, viz-a-viz, the
failure on the part of the
authority to perform the
same.

Anand youth gets 10 years in prison
for ‘eloping’ with minor, raping her
Ahmedabad : The
special court for Protection of
Children against Sexual
Offences (POCSO) in Anand
sentenced a 29-year-old man
to 10 years in rigorous
imprisonment for abducting a
minor with the promise of
marriage and raping her on
multiple occasions. The court
held that the victim’s
deposition that she was in a
relationship with the accused
and the defence’s argument
that she was only four months
shy of being an adult when the
case was registered at Anand
Town Police Station could not
be considered as there was no
dispute regarding her birth
certificate that indicated that
she was under 18 years of age
when the crime had occurred.
In a 91-page order
delivered on December 2, the
special POCSO court delved in
detail into the question of law
as the defence argued that the
victim was four months shy of
being an adult when she

decided to ‘elope’ with the
accused in August 2017.
According to the FIR filed at
the Anand Town police station
on August 19, 2017, the victim
had left for her college on
August 14, 2017, but did not
return home as the accused
— then aged 25 — had lured
her to ‘elope’ with him for
marriage. Together, the
accused and victim stayed
over
at
homes
of
acquaintances and friends
across Anand, where the
accused raped the minor
victim under the promise of
marriage.
The defence argued that
the families of the accused
and the victim were known to
each other and also aware of
their relationship and had not
objected to the victim going
out with the accused on a
number of occasions. The
defence also argued that the
victim had stated in her
deposition that she was in a
relationship with the accused.

10,000 govt doctors in Gujarat to
go on indefinite strike from Dec 13
Ahmedabad : Around
10,000 government doctors in
Gujarat have decided to go on
an indefinite strike from
December 13 in protest of a
withdrawn government
resolution earlier this year,
which had addressed several
issues plaguing government
doctors including that of
promotion, non-practising
allowance and pension,
among other issues.
Doctors of government
hospitals, government medical
colleges, Gujarat Medical
Education Research Society
doctors and dental teachers of
government medical colleges
are due to participate in the
strike, withdrawing from all
duties except for Covid-19
duty and emergency duty, for

the first two days of strike, that
is on December 13 and 14.
Dr Hitendra Desai,
affiliated to Gujarat Medical
Teachers’ Association said, “If
our demands are still not met
after the first two days, we will
withdraw from emergency as
well as Covid-19 duties.”
A government resolution
was issued dated May 16 this
year
by
the
state
government’s
health
department, under former
chief minister Vijay Rupani’s
leadership, addressing
demands dating back to as
long ago as 2012, pertaining
to pension benefits, direct
recruitment for ad-hoc
appointments, payment of
non-practising allowance and
salary increments. However,

Delegation from Kutch to participate
in Vibrant Gujarat Summit: Diplomat
Ahmedabad : Marten van den Berg, the Ambassador of
Netherlands in India met Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel
in Gandhinagar on Friday and said a high-level delegation will
be participating in the upcoming Vibrant Gujarat summit on
January 10-12, 2022. The foreign diplomat also expressed
interest in cooperating with the state government in sectors like
cold storage, solar energy, water management and waste
management. The Netherlands Ambassador also discussed
about technologies that makes cultivation possible in saline land.

according to Dr Desai, the GR
was not implemented and on
November 22, the health
department issued a second
GR, withdrawing the earlier
May GR. “We made
representations and on
December 4 we took out a rally
in six municipal corporation
cities of Gujarat demanding
that the May GR be brought
back… On December 6, we
also
submitted
a
memorandum to the health
department, including to the
state health minister, but we
have not received any
response. If the GR is
implemented, it will solve a lot
of issues within the
departments.

hours ending Friday evening.
The three deaths were
reported from Valsad, Rajkot
city and Bhavnagar rural
The death toll rose to
10,098.
Of the 63 new cases, 46
were in four major cities of the
state. Ahmedabad city
reported 13, Jamnagar, Surat
and Vadodara cities 11 each.
Among other places,
Kutch, Navsari and Valsad
reported 3 cases each, Rajkot

city 2, Anand, Banaskantha,
Gandhinagar
city,
Panchmahals, Rajkot and
Vadodara rural reported 1
cases each.
The recovery once again
remained quite low compared
to the new cases. A total of
39 patients recovered from
the infection during the day.
The active caseload of
Covid-19 in the state has
reached 480.
The recovery rate is
98.72 per cent.
A total of 5,58,619
doses of Covid-19 vaccine
were administered in the state
on Friday. So far, over 8.47
crore doses have been
administered in Gujarat since
the start of the vaccination
drive.
The samples of two of
the contacts of the 72-yearold NRI who was found to be
infected with the Omicron
variant of coronavirus in
Jamnagar, too, have tested
positive for it. The condition
of all the three is said to be
stable. With this, the Omicron
tally of Gujarat has reached 3.

Humanitarian Forum board

Ahmedabad : Director
of All India Disaster
Mitigation Institute, Mihir R
Bhatt is invited to be on the
Board of World Humanitarian
Forum (WHF).
Bhatt who heads
Ahmedabad-based All India
Disaster Mitigation Institute
that has worked in over 59
cities and 89 districts in India
and over nine countries in the
Asia Pacific, is currently
working on accountability to
affected
population,
cascading risks, and colocation of hazards in desert,
delta, metro city, and high
altitude communities. World
Humanitarian Forum is the
largest and inclusive nonpartisan
forum
in
humanitarian aid and
international development
guiding the actions and
thinking around humanitarian
crisis.
Established after the
1987–89 Gujarat droughts,
the All India Disaster
Mitigation Institute (AIDMI) is
a registered public charitable

trust based in Ahmedabad.
“It is my honour to
receive this invitation and I
will
take
India’s
humanitarian work at global
level and bring new ideas
and technology from global
experience to India”, Bhatt
said.
Bhatt’s recent global
report
on
adapting
humanitarian action to the
effects of climate change has
attracted international
attention from foundations
and UN bodies engaged in
humanitarian
crisis
worldwide.
World Humanitarian
Forum is the largest and
inclusive non-partisan forum
in humanitarian aid and
international development
guiding the actions and
thinking around humanitarian
crisis.
Established after the
1987–89 Gujarat droughts,
the All India Disaster
Mitigation Institute (AIDMI) is
a registered public charitable
trust based in Ahmedabad.

Two new Omicron cases in Gujarat:
NRI’s wife, brother-in-law test positive
Ahmedabad : ALMOST A
week after an NRI who arrived
in Jamnagar tested positive
for the Omicron variant of the
novel coronavirus, his wife
and brother-in-law have also
tested positive for the same
mutant. The duo are,
however, asymptomatic,
officials of the Jamnagar
Municipal Corporation (JMC)
said Friday. With this, the
number of Omicron cases has
gone up to three in the state.
Gujarat also reported
three deaths on a single day,
a significant rise from that seen
last week when three deaths
were reported in a span of
seven days. Meanwhile,
Gujarat reported 63 positive
cases Friday, including 11 from
Jamnagar. The district is
showing early signs of an
emerging hotspot with rapid
growth in the number of cases
this week. Since December 7,
Jamnagar has added a total
of 31 cases, and currently,
has 40 active cases. Gujarat
had last reported as many
deaths on a single day in Juneend. Deaths included one each
reported from Valsad, Rajkot
and Bhavnagar. “Genome
sequencing has confirmed that
the NRI’s wife and his brotherin-law have also contracted
the Omicron variant of the
coronavirus. However, they
were asymptomatic when
they tested positive for Covid19 and are asymptomatic even
today, though they remain
admitted to a hospital,”
Jamnagar
Municipal
Commissioner Vijay Kharadi
told The Indian Express. The
72-year-old
NRI,
a
Zimbabwean citizen, his 45year-old wife and their
daughter had landed in
Gujarat on November 28. The
wife is a native of Jamnagar
and her 35-year-old brother
resides in the same district.
The brother had received the
NRI family in Ahmedabad
before driving them to
Jamnagar in his car.
On December 1, the NRI
complained of a sore throat
and body ache and tested

positive for Covid-19. He was
admitted to a special isolation
ward of Guru Govind Sinh
Government Hospital in
Jamnagar city while samples
of his nasal swab were sent
to the Gujarat Biotechnology
Research Centre (GBRC) in
Gandhinagar and the National
Institute of Virology (NIV) in
Pune for complete genome
sequencing of the virus that he
had contracted. Following the

sequencing, GBRC scientists
had concluded the NRI had
contracted the Omicron
variant of the coronavirus.
After the NRI tested
positive, his wife, daughter
and seven members of the
host’s family were isolated at
their home in Jamnagar. Their
samples were collected for
Covid-19 testing. However,
nine members had returned a
negative test result. They were

again tested on Saturday after
the elderly man was confirmed
to be the first case of Omicron
variant in Gujarat and the third
in India. Results of the second
tests on the NRI’s wife and
brother-in-law had returned
positive, following which, they
were shifted to the
government-run GG hospital
and their samples were sent
to GBRC. The Jamnagar
municipal commissioner said

the results of the genome
sequencing were made
available late Thursday
evening. “The rest of the family
members are asymptomatic
but we shall do their
confirmatory tests after eight
days. The NRI, too, has also
been asymptomatic for the last
four-five days but he continues
to be under observation in the
hospital,” the municipal
commissioner further said.

