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GENEVA 

FIFA extends   
Prestianni 
ban to WC 

FIFA confirmed a global 
ban Wednesday for 
Gianluca Prestianni that 
will rule the Benfica winger 
out of two World Cup 
games in the United States 
if he is selected in 
Argentina’s squad.  UEFA 
imposed a six-game ban — 
with three games deferred 
on probation — on 
Prestianni two weeks ago 
for his verbal abuse of Real 
Madrid’s Brazilian forward 
Vinícius Junior in the 
Champions League. 
Prestianni covered his 
mouth with his jersey while 
using the insult.

MUMBAI 

Aghav steers 
BoB to Bank 
Shield victory 

Harsh Aghav smashed a 
brilliant unbeaten 92 runs 
and steered Bank of Baroda 
to a comfortable six-wicket 
victory over hosts Reserve 
Bank of India Recreation 
Club in the Elite Division 
final of the 64th Sir Benegal 
Rama Rau RBI Bank Shield 
T20 Cricket Tournament 
2026, organised by RBI 
under the auspices of the 
MCA and played at the 
Mumbai Police Gymkhana 
ground on Wednesday. 

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE | Arteta hails ‘incredible’ night as 
Gunners beat Atletico Madrid to reach second final in historyBriefs

Saka goal ends Arsenal’s 
20-year wait to play final
ANI  
LONDON 

Arsenal secured their place in 
the UEFA Champions League 
final after a hard-fought 1-0 
victory over Atletico Madrid 
in the semi-final second leg at 
the Emirates Stadium on 
Monday. With the result, 
Arsenal won the tie 2-1 on 
aggregate after drawing 1-1 in 
the first leg at the Wanda 
Metropolitano. 

The match saw a resilient 
performance from Mikel 
Arteta’s side, who were deter-
mined to return to Europe’s 
elite competition after a 20-
year absence from the final. 
The only goal of the match 
came early in the second half, 
with Bukayo Saka scoring in 
the 44th minute. A precise 
cross found Saka, who man-
aged to score with a clinical 
header past Atletico’s goal-
keeper Jan Oblak. 

It was Saka’s 13th 
Champions League goal for 
Arsenal, putting him in a tie 
for fourth on the club’s all-
time list. Atletico Madrid, who 
were hoping to reach their 

first final since 2016, pushed 
forward in search of an equal-
iser but were unable to break 
down Arsenal’s well-organ-
ised defence.  

The victory marks a 

remarkable achievement for 
Arsenal, who had not reached 
the Champions League final 
since their appearance in 
2006, when they were nar-
rowly defeated by Barcelona. 

The defeat is a bitter blow 
to Diego Simeone’s team, who 
will now focus on securing a 
top-four finish in La Liga to 
guarantee their return to the 
Champions League next sea-
son. Arsenal’s qualification for 
the final is a testament to their 
progress under Arteta, and it 
promises to be an exciting 
quest for the coveted 
European crown. 

“It’s an incredible night, we 
made history again together, 
and I cannot be happier, 
prouder for everybody that’s 
involved in this football club,” 
Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta 
said at a news conference.  

“We knew how much it 
meant to everybody, we put 
everything, the boys did an 
incredible job and after 20 
years and a second time in our 
history, we are back in the 
Champions League final.”

Arsenal’s Declan Rice drives the ball past Atletico 
Madrid's Antoine Griezmann (L) in London. AP

SAI (Blue)  
too strong  
for young 
Duruelo SC
FPJ News Service 
MUMBAI 

Sports Authority of India 
(Blue) were in a domineering 
mood and outclassed an inex-
perienced and young 
Duruelo SC 14-0 in a Women’s 
Seniors second round match 
of the St. Peter’s Cup Hockey 
Tournament 2026 organised 
by the SPYC and played at the 
St. Stanislaus High School 
ground on Wednesday. 

In a one-side encounter, 
Sports Authority scored their 
goals through Bahamani 
Munda 4, P. Madhu Rima 3, 
Saloni S. 2, Fulmani Hemron, 
Gagana M.S., Prachi 
Panchore, Jasmine Gill, 
Priyanka Tirkey) beat 
Duruelo SC 0. 

Later in a Men’s Seniors 
match, CTC Hockey Club 
blanked Warriors SC 5-0. 
Pawan Ray struck two goals 
while Aditya Walmiki, Gavin 
Rao and Mikhail Miranda 
scored one each. 

Results – Women Seniors: 
Sports Authority of India 
(Blue) 14 (Bahamani Munda 4, 
P. Madhu Rima 3, Saloni S. 2, 
Fulmani Hemron, Gagana 
M.S., Prachi Panchore, 
Jasmine Gill, Priyanka Tirkey) 
beat Duruelo SC 0.

Simeone proud and 
peaceful despite exit
Griezmann’s European journey ends 
with CL defeat ahead of MLS move
AP  
MADRID 

After yet another Champions 
League elimination, Atletico 
Madrid coach Diego 
Simeone rallied with his 
players in front of the team’s 
fans on Wednesday. He yelled, 
pumped his fists and 
applauded as the Atletico fans 
chanted support despite a 1-0 
semi-final loss to Arsenal that 
ended the team’s hopes of 
winning the European com-
petition for the first time. 

There was no desperation, 
no anguish, or extreme sad-
ness. Simeone was at peace 
and proud of how far Atletico 
made it. “No one expected 
that we would be here,” 
Simeone said. “We competed 
with a team that had so much 
strength and power. We gave 
it our all and now we have to 
accept the place that we’re in. 
I’m grateful to our supporters 
and our players. I feel proud 
to be where I am right now.” 

Simeone did not even com-
plain about the refereeing 
despite two penalty calls that 
did not go the way of Atletico 
in the second half. “If we got 
knocked out, it’s because our 
opponents deserved to get 

through,” Simeone said. “If 
you ask me how I feel, I feel 
calm and peaceful. The team 
gave absolutely everything.” 

Atletico, the third power in 
Spanish soccer behind 
Barcelona and Real Madrid, 
was playing in the Champions 
League semifinals for the first 
time in a decade, since it lost 
the final to rival Madrid in 
2016. It was the only Spanish 
team to reach the last four of 
the European tournament 
this season, eliminating five-
time champion Barcelona in 
the quarter-finals. 

Atletico ended the season 
without lifting a trophy after 
not reaching the final in the 
Spanish Super Cup, losing the 
final of the Copa del Rey to 
Real Sociedad, and struggling 
in the Spanish league. 

Bilateral sports ban with Pak to continue
Athletes from across the border permitted for multi-lateral events 
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Sports Ministry on 
Wednesday said the blanket 
ban on bilateral sporting ties 
with Pakistan will remain in 
force, but athletes from across 
the border will not be stopped 
from coming here for multi-
lateral events. The ministry 
also reiterated its commit-
ment to simplify the visa pro-
cess for sportspersons, team 

officials, technical personnel 
and office-bearers of 
International Sports 
Governing Bodies to position 
India as a preferred sporting 
destination. 

“In so far as bilateral sports 

events in each other’s country 
are concerned, Indian teams 
will not be participating in 
competitions in Pakistan. Nor 
will we permit Pakistani 
teams to play in India,” the 
ministry stated in a circular 
issued to all National Sports 
Federations (NSFs), the Indian 
Olympic Association (IOA) 
and the Sports Authority of 
India (SAI) among others. 

“With regard to interna-
tional and multilateral events, 

in India or abroad, we are 
guided by the practices of 
international sports bodies 
and the interest of our own 
sportspersons. Accordingly, 
Indian teams and individual 
players will take part in inter-
national events that also have 
teams or players from 
Pakistan. Similarly, Pakistani 
players and teams will be able 
to participate in such multilat-
eral events hosted by India,” it 
added.

Recurve archers lead recovery 
Compound teams flop, return empty-handed
PTI  
SHANGHAI 

Indian compound men’s and 
women’s teams, considered 
strong medal contenders, 
endured a disappointing out-
ing in Stage 2 of the Archery 
World Cup on Wednesday. 
The teams failed to secure a 
podium finish after crum-
bling in crunch situations. 

The biggest setback came 
from the women’s team, who 

had won the only gold medal 
for India at the season-open-
ing World Cup in Mexico last 
month. The trio of Jyothi 
Surekha Vennam, Pragati and 
Aditi Swami crashed out in 
the quarterfinals, losing 227-
233 to Turkey. The Indian trio 
failed to match the consist-
ency of Hazal Burun, Defne 
Cakmak and Emine Rabia 
Oguz, who seized control 
from the second end to seal a 
six-point win. 

Recurve archers showed 
signs of recovery with the 
women leading the charge in 
the qualification round. 
Ankita Bhakat scored 652 
points to finish in the top 10, 
while teenager Kumkum 
Mohod was in 11th place with 
651. Deepika Kumari also 
scored 651 to finish 14th on X 
count, while Simranjeet Kaur 
missed the team cut. The 
Indian women’s team secured 
a fourth-place ranking.

SCORELINE 
Arsenal-Atletico 
Madrid 1-0  

(Arsenal win 2-1 on 
aggregate)

Sports Ministry is 
committed to 

simplify visa norms to 
boost India as global 
sporting hub

MAHARASHTRA INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking) 
E Tender Notice No. 14/2026-2027 (Mumbai) 

E Tenders are invited for below work from registered 
contractor. 

The blank tender forms for above work will be available 
from 08/05/2026 to 22/05/2026 on following website 
https://mahatenders.gov.in. 

Interested agencies may upload their queries before 
12/05/2026 on above website. Answers to the queries / MIDC 
Clarification will be available from 15/05/2026 on above 
website.

Sr. 
No.

Name of Work Estimated Cost

1. DC Work… SEEPZ… Reconstruction 
of Partly Collapsed and Dilapidated 
Compound Wall near STP plot & Plot 
No. 36, Strenthening of Compound 
wall near Plot GJ-11, and 
Construction of New Comound Wall 
near Gate No. 3.

` 
1,47,23,329.00


